
MAXIMIZING 
FINANCIAL AID
8 TIPS TO MAXIMIZE YOUR ELIGIBILITY



Fi le  the FAFSA the month i t  opens.  For  24-
25.  that ’s  in  December.  By f i l ing ear ly .
col leges  and state grants  are  l ike ly  to  st i l l
have a id  avai lable .  

Consider ing the FAFSA is  based off  the
“pr ior ,  pr ior”  tax year ,  do your  best  to
minimize taxable  income by ut i l iz ing capita l
losses  and ret i rement p lan contr ibut ions.  

By understanding how your  col lege l i st  breaks
out ,  you can f igure out  the a id  average from
your school .  Consider  schools  that  are  within
your  4-year  budget .  

FILE THE FAFSA EARLY1
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USE WISE TAX PLANNING IN BASE YEARS

RESEARCH THE COLLEGE LIST

Tips 1-3



by spending down reportable  assets ,  you can
lower your  student  a id  index for  future years .
Non-reportable  assets  can be saved for  later
years .  

The Direct  Subsid ized and Unsubsid ized
Loans should ALWAYS be taken f i rst  i f  you’re
ut i l iz ing student  loans in  your  strategy.  

I f  you have purchases  you’re  p lanning to
make,  or  h igh- interest  debt  to  pay off ,
consider  paying them off  with excess  funds
beyond an emergency fund in  your  savings .  

SPEND REPORTABLE ASSETS FIRST4
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UTILIZE FEDERAL LOANS FIRST

PAY DOWN REPORTABLE ASSETS

Tips 4-6



Do not  assume you’re  not  e l ig ib le  for
f inancia l  a id .  Every student  who completes
the FAFSA is  e l ig ib le  for  f inancia l  a id .  

CONSIDER AN APPEAL7

8 DO NOT ASSUME

Tips 7 & 8

When you receive the f inancia l  a id  package,
consider  asking for  profess ional  judgment to
appeal  the cost .  Be prepared to g ive a
specif ic  reason and/or  hardship.  


